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Spiritually and materially his reign marks the first coherent expression
of the Indian mind, and, for centuries after the political fabric of his
empire had crumbled, his work was implicit in the thought and art of
the continent. It is not dead today. ( Wheeler, 1959: 170 )
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The presence that thus rose so strangely beside the waters, is
expressive of what in the ways of a thousand years men had
come to desire. Hers is the head upon which all "the ends of
the world are come," and the eyelids are a little weary. It is a
beauty wrought out from within upon the flesh, the deposit,
little cell by cell, of strange thoughts and fantastic reveries and
exquisite passions. Set it for a moment beside one of those
white Greek goddesses or beautiful women of antiquity, and
how would they be troubled by this beauty, into which the
soul with all its maladies has passed! All the thoughts and
experience of the world have etched and moulded there, in that
which they have of power to refine and make expressive the
outward form, the animalism of Greece, the lust of Rome, the
reverie of the middle age with its spiritual ambition and
imaginative loves, the return of the Pagan world, the sins of
the Borgias. She is older than the rocks among which she sits;
like the vampire, she has been dead many times, and learned
the secrets of the grave; and has been a diver in deep seas, and
keeps their fallen day about her; and trafficked for strange
webs with Eastern merchants: and, as Leda, was the mother of
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Helen of Tro—, and, as Saint Anne, the mother of Mary; and all
this has been to her but as the sound of lyres and flutes, and
lives only in the delicacy with which it has moulded the
changing lineaments, and tinged the eyelids and the hands.
The fancy of a perpetual life, sweeping together ten thousand
experiences, is an old one; and modern thought has conceived
the idea of humanity as wrought upon by, and summing up in
itself, all modes of thought and life. Certainly Ladz Lisa might
stand as the embodiment of the old fancy, the symbol of the
modern idea. (Pater, 1873: 103-104)
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if I look at the moon herself and remember any of her ancient
names and meanings, [ move among divine people, and things
that have shaken off our immortality, the tower of ivory, the
queen of waters, the shining stag among enchanted woods, the
white hare sitting upon the hilltop, the fool of Faery with his
shining cup full of dreams, and it may bel 'make a friend of
one of these images of wonder,' and ‘meet the Lord in the air.’
(Yeats, 1961: 161-162)
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Besides emotional symbols, symbols that evoke emotions alone,
and in this sense all alluring or hateful things are symbols,
although their relations with one another are too subtle to
delight us fully, away from rhythm and pattern, there are
intellectual symbols, symbols that evoke ideas alone, or ideas
mingled with emotions; and outside the very definite traditions
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of mysticism and the less definite criticism of certain modern
poets, these alone are called symbols. (Yeats, 1961: 160)
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ivory, the queen of waters, the white hare sitting upon the hilltop, the
fool of Faery with his shining cup full of dreams’
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